	Cust saves the day for the A's in finale

Designated hitter's three-run walk-off HR leads to series win

By Rick Eymer / Special to MLB.com


	

	Jack Cust is mobbed by his teammates after hitting his walk-off homer. (Sara Wolfram/Getty Images)
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OAKLAND -- It all changed in a blink of an eye. The A's were down to their last strike against one of the league's top closers. Two strikes, two outs, game all but over.

Eric Chavez, who hit a home run in the seventh, worked the count full and singled into right field. Milton Bradley delivered a two-run home run to tie the game and Jack Cust hit a three-run homer to win it as the A's rallied for five runs with two outs in the ninth inning for an improbable 10-7 victory over the Cleveland Indians on Sunday.

Cleveland closer Joe Borowski got two quick outs and then two quick strikes on Chavez. Borowski never got another out.

"He had a great at-bat," said A's veteran relief pitcher Alan Embree, who got five important outs -- three on strikeouts -- in the eighth and ninth to keep the game close. "That was the inning right there. It was like he willed it to happen. I was telling some guys that this never gets old. You win in the last at bat, the game is over and everybody has smiles on their faces."

Bradley, who drove in three runs for the game, envisioned the scenario two innings previously, only in his vision he hit the game-winner. He'll take the game-tying runs.

"I was thinking about what might possibly happen, and I thought it would be a good matchup for me," Bradley said. "He was leaving his slider up and he wasn't throwing hard. I thought if I got the chance to get up, I could hit a home run and I was trying to hit one. There's a time and place for it and I'd be lying if I said I didn't have any extra incentive because it was the Indians."

Still, the game was far from over. The Indians pummeled the ball all day and even had two runners on in the top of the ninth with one out. That's when Embree got a key strikeout, and then Jay Witasick (1-0) came in and struck out Josh Barfield to end the inning.

Dan Johnson decided to abandon his pink bat for his more familiar one. He singled to keep the inning alive and extend his career-high hitting streak to 13 games.

Bobby Crosby, who hit a home run in the second inning, also singled against Borowski.

Cust had been watching the game from the bench for a couple of innings, and while the ninth was developing, he wondered if he was going to get a chance to hit. Just in case, he jogged up to the A's clubhouse and back to get his blood going.

This is the Cust who was drafted in the first round so many years ago but never seemed to find his way in the Majors, despite spectacular Minor League stats.

The A's were desperate for some offensive help after losing Mike Piazza to an injury. Cust had spent some time in the A's organization, but was kicking around in the Padres system when Billy Beane came calling and made a deal for him.

"Billy Beane is a genius," Bradley emphatically said later. "He got me and he got Jack Cust."

Now he was facing a different sort of desperation; the kind that could make or break a career.

Fernando Cabrera replaced Borowski, making Cust wait a little longer while he warmed up.

"I'm just lucky I got the opportunity and that I was hitting the ball well," Cust said of joining the A's on May 4. "I've been playing 11 years and I've got a lot of experience. Hopefully, I can keep this opportunity."

Cabrera made a good first pitch, but it was called a ball.

"I wasn't trying to hit a home run at all," Cust said later. "I was trying to take a good swing and not miss the fastball. When we take batting practice, the last at-bat is always two-out, ninth-inning, now drive in a run. It was kind of like that."

Cust's three-run shot cleared the left-field fence and the A's were delirious with joy. It was his fourth home run in as many games, and sixth of the month.

He was the only starter who didn't use a pink bat during the game.

"They don't have pink bats in Triple-A on Mother's Day," Cust said.

Shannon Stewart and Nick Swisher each had two hits as the A's won their third straight series.

Chad Gaudin followed his best start with one of his worst. After giving up one run on five hits over eight innings against the Royals on Tuesday, the Indians roughed him up for five runs on eight hits over 4 2/3 innings.

It didn't matter.

"On a day like today, it's tough to think about what happened to me," Gaudin said. "It was so tremendous what happened in the game."

Cleveland took a 5-1 lead with a four-run third, an inning in which Mark Ellis committed two errors -- one fielding, one throwing -- on the same play. Ellis led all second basemen last year with a .997 fielding percentage, making just two errors in 632 total chances.

It just didn't matter. Cust made sure of that. 

